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Warm greetings to all Members and Patrons of the Society

As your newly-elected National Council, we are delighted to issue this Newsletter to inform you of recent events within the Society and of our plans for upcoming activities. We hope that you will find this Newsletter informative; any constructive feedback that you may wish to offer on this publication or any items for inclusion in future newsletters will be welcome.   

Contents                                                    First Statutory General Meeting
General Meeting 11th July                    A large turnout of Members attended the long-awaited General 

New National Council                          Meeting of the Society on Saturday the 11th July in the West  

2009 Officers                                       County Hotel, Ennis, Co Clare. Despite inclement weather  

Breed Policies                                      conditions, spirits were high and there was a warm,  

Society Bye-laws                                 enthusiastic mood among the Members who had travelled from   

Update of Society website                   all parts of the country.

RDS Promotions Stand                        The meeting lasted for six hours, with plenty of discussion and   

RDS Event                                           a wide range of interesting contributions from many Members  

24th Society National Breed Show       on the various proposals.  Important policies for the Irish

Annual Fees                                         Draught breed were adopted as Society policy and will be available                                                             
Patrons                                                 on the updated Society, www.irishdraught.ie 
Judges Programmes                                                                   

Mare Inspections

New National Council                                     National Council Members
As it was the First Statutory General   The National Council members are: Martin Collins
Meeting of the Society, all members   (Tipperary), Martin Conneely (Galway), Jim Cooke (Mayo)
of the existing National Council          Elizabeth Deane (Cork), Tom Gibbons (Mayo), Richard  Hourigan
(Special Members) resigned and a       (Tipperary), Anne Loughnane (Cork), Sean Noone (Galway), 
new 12-member National Council       Deirdre Quinn (Laois), Shane Riordan (Dublin), John Varley
was elected. The panel of                     (Galway), John Walsh (Cork)
candidates had been duly  
nominated and notified to all                                                       2009 Officers

Members prior to the General             At its first meeting on Saturday the 25th July, the National  

Meeting.                                              Council elected the following Officers for 2009:
Breed Policies                                Chairperson: Anne Loughnane
The following Breed Policies             Vice Chairperson: John Varley
were adopted as Society                      Secretary:Tom Gibbons
Policy at the General                           Treasurer: Jim Cooke
Meeting:                                              P.R.O.: Deirdre Quinn
· Studbook Rules                        Assistant P.R.O.: Richard Hourigan
· Breed Standard                       Liaison Officer: Elizabeth Deane
· Breed Objectives
· Breed Preservation and Development Plan                                                                
All of the above policies will be available on the Society website, www.irishdraught.ie 

Irish Draught Sales
Cavan: Wed 30th September and Thurs 1st October. Closing date for entries: 24th August or the first 300 entries. Contact: 049-4332017 or download from www.cavanequestrian.com  There will be a further Sale on Wed 18th November

Goresbridge: Friday 9th Oct & Friday 27th Nov. Contact: 059- 9775145 or download from www.irishhorse.com
Bye-laws                                                       Society Website- www.irishdraught.ie
The following bye-laws were adopted as       The website of the Society is a very valuable resource for

Society Policy at the General Meeting:          promoting the Irish Draught horse and the Society. It is a  

· Branch Rules                                      useful and efficient method of instant communication   
· Affiliated Societies                              about upcoming events and items of interest to Irish
· Patrons                                               Draught enthusiasts. Since the new website was launched 
· Judges’ Rules & Code of Conduct     in autumn 2008, the level of interest and the number of 
All of the above bye-laws will be posted on    daily hits have been very high.

      the Society website, www.irishdraught.ie        Unfortunately, due to the high volume of work in recent                                                                                 
                                                                        months, the website has been dormant and has not been RDS Promotion Stand                             updated. The good news is that the National Council is  

The Irish Draught Horse Society Limited        now resuming work on the website. A large volume of 
will once again have a promotion stand           new material is being added and the news items will now 
during Horse Show week (5th – 9th Aug).         have regular updates.             
It will be situated near the Main Entrance       
(number C3). Please drop by if you are                       RDS Irish Draught Horse Seminar
visiting the Show, everyone is welcome          The RDS is hosting a special seminar on equine   
and Council members will be on the stand      conformation tailored for the Irish Draught horse during  
to meet you and hear your views.                    the Horse Show. All Members of the Society are invited
We look forward to meeting you!                    and we encourage you to attend if possible. It will be held
                                                                       on Thursday the 6th August from 11am to 12.30 pm. in the
Society National Breed Show             RDS Merrion Room. Admission to the seminar is free.  
       The 24th Society National Breed Show is due   
              to take place at Ballybrit Racecourse,                                Membership Fees
              Galway on Sunday the 27th September.          Annual membership fees are now due for 2009. 
  The Show Committee has arranged a              Subscription rates for 2009 were set by the Members at the
  most interesting range of showing and           General Meeting.                                                                                                                                                                           
ridden classes and a jumping exhibition.        The renewal fee for existing Members is €40, please forward             Show Schedule can now be                             this amount directly to the Secretary.
              downloaded from the website. Further            The National Council encourages all owners of Irish 
              details are now available from the Show         Draught horses in Ireland to apply for membership of the
              Secretary, Connie Joyce, email:joyceconnie   Society. If you know of anyone who might be interested
              @eircom.net                                                     in applying for membership, please inform them that                                                                                                                 
              Patrons                                                         application forms can be downloaded from the website or 
              The Society has introduced a category of        directly from the Secretary.

               Patron for supporters of the breed who do      All Members must hold one €1 share in the Society, the 

               not own an Irish Draught horse. The annual   annual membership fee for the first year is €39, giving a  

               fee for a Patron is €30, application forms        total of €40. All applicants should enclose €40 with the 

               can be obtained from the Secretary/website.   application form. 
Judges Programme                                                 Mare Inspections 2009
            The National Council has begun to                  It is a matter of serious concern to the National Council
               work on a programme that will enhance the   that Horse Sport Ireland has announced that it intends to 
               skills of Judges who are on the Panel of         carry out Irish Draught Mare Inspections in September. 
               Judges and will introduce new Judges onto   The Society has carried out its own Mare Inspections for 
               the Panel. If you or some you know is            over twenty years. HSI has not consulted in any way
               interested in joining the Society’s Panel,        with the breed society of Irish Draught breeders prior to    
                names and contact details should be              taking this decision. The Society is taking advice on this                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
               forwarded to the Secretary.                             and the National Council will be making a statement in the                                                                                                                       
               Irish Draught Horse Society (GB)     coming weeks on its response.
               2009 National Breed Show on the 19th &       Studbook    
               20th September at Weston Lawn Equestrian   The Society expects to get a response to its application to
               Centre, Bulkington, Warwickshire. Contact:  maintain the Irish Draught Horse Studbook in the coming             
             Paul Halliwell, Show Co-ordinator, at          months.
             at 0044 179550839 or 0044 7894537533 Irish Draught Horse Society Limited, Registered Number 5487R
Irish Draught Horse Society Limited
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