Irish Draught Horse Breeders Association Formed

On November 30th 2008, a meeting of members of the Irish Draught Horse Society was called in Mullingar. All 20 branches of the society were invited to send representatives to the meeting. A decision was taken to form a new association to represent those members who do not wish to join the Co-op. An interim committee was elected to take the association to an AGM in March 2009.

The committee is:

Kevin Croke (Chairman), Paddy Joe Foy (Vice Chairman), Stephan Keeley (Treasurer), Liam Cotter (Secretary)

Eddie Murphy (Mayo), Sean Kavanagh (Leitrim), David O’Reilly (Galway), Eiline Brennan (Laois), Norman Storey (Kilkenny), Timothy O’Regan (Cork North East), Pat McCarthy (Cork West), Tom McGuigan (Northern Ireland), Patrick Traynor (Northern Ireland), Malachy Marron (Cavan/Monaghan)

Secretariat: Helen Kelly

Reasons for Setting up the Irish Draught Horse Breeders Association (IDHBA):

· To avoid future, costly litigation

· To provide an association to represent all of those people who do not want to be members of, or be associated with, the Co-op

· To have a democratic organisation

· To allow members to choose who they want to represent them, and the breed, rather than being forced into a decision

· To protect and promote the branch structure and to continue the link between the branches and the elected governing body

· To help fund branches and promote the breed at branch level

Legitimacy of the Association:

· The Irish Draught Horse Breeders Association has been set up as an unincorporated association

· It is neither a limited company nor a co-operative

· The legitimacy of the IDHBA as an association has been confirmed by our legal advisors

Objectives of the Association:

· To promote the Irish Draught Horse

· To ensure the breed continues for future generations

· To represent members’ views

· To market the Irish Draught Horse

· To run a National Breed Show

· To trigger a review of the inspection process and administration

· To conduct breed-specific training

· To ensure the preservation of out-cross bloodlines and retain genetic diversity, without damaging the quality and standards of the breed

Working Within the Wider Irish Sport Horse Industry:

The IDHBA believes that the Irish Draught Breed is an integral and valuable part of the Irish Sport Horse industry. The revenue generated from sales and the number of foals registered each year is proof of this.

The IDHBA will be seeking recognition from, and hope to build strong working relationships with, the following bodies:

· Horse Sport Ireland (HSI)

· The Irish Horse Board

· The Department of Agriculture

· The Irish Shows Association

· The Royal Dublin Society (RDS)

Mare Inspections:

The IDHBA fully acknowledges the legitimacy of the mare inspections carried out by Horse Sport Ireland in 2008. The IDHBA feels that it was wrong of the co-op to proceed with mare inspections when HSI had stated publicly that only the results of the HSI inspections would be valid. The IDHBA believes that all owners who paid inspection fees to the co-op should be fully reimbursed immediately. 

Future

The IDHBA acknowledges that people will feel that there is no room for two breed organisations. We appreciate that a single united body would be best for the breed. However, after four years of this bitter row, we feel that this an unattainable goal at this time. We feel that the interests of breeders will be better served by two independent organisations, rather than one unworkable society – engaged in persistent infighting.

Membership, AGM & National Show:

Membership forms are available from Helen Kelly.

Membership fee:

Single €30

Family €40

Life Membership €380.90

The IDHBA will accept any existing life members of the Irish Draught Horse Society Ltd. Free of charge, if they apply for a life membership.

An AGM will take place on Sunday March 29th 2009. All paid up 2009 members of the IDHBA will be eligible to vote. The AGM will be held on a One Man One Vote basis. The membership will have the opportunity to elect whoever they choose to lead the association.

A National Breed Show will be held in August 2009 in Mullingar. We would like to thank our many generous sponsors and stallion owners for their support in 2008 and look forward to their continued support in 2009.

We would like to wish all Irish Draught breeders, owners and enthusiasts a peaceful and prosperous new year. You now have a choice of breed association to join. We urge you to join whichever organisation you feel represents your views. Let us agree to disagree and move forward for the good of the Irish Draught breed. 

